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5 May 2011

Dear family at GBC

We trust that those who travelled away are well rested after the recent long weekends! The elders would like to keep you abreast of several matters pertaining to the life of our church family:

· Family Bible School 

This new development in our Sunday programme commenced on 17 April. We have had a break for the long weekends but we would encourage you to avail yourself of the opportunity to attend and benefit.  There is currently both Sunday School from age 3 years to Grade 7 and two adult classes ‘The Christian and Managing Your Finance’ (meeting in the church) and ‘ The Questions Christians Hope No-one will Ask’  (in the prayer chapel). The classes start promptly at 9.00 a.m. and finish no later than 9.45 a.m. so we can commence our Family service at 10.00 a.m.  Please do not miss out!

· Finances (January to April)

We want to thank God for the many who give sacrificially for the cause of the gospel at GBC. We have noted though, that the monthly income for the year has consistently been below budget so that at the end of April, we have a deficit of R 37 730.

These are difficult times for all of us and calling for careful stewardship. However, if each wage-earner could commit an extra R 100 or R150 beyond our current giving, we could most likely meet the current budget (not including the extra needed after increasing the Youth Pastor salary).  We need to remember that expenses always expand to fill our personal income. This means that almost all of us ‘just get by’ no matter what we make!  We would encourage you to prayerfully consider your stewardship in the area of giving, making the Lord’s work a priority. We believe that God will turn this around as we pray and give in a way that glorifies our generous God.

· Prayer for Carel and Mariska
When we interviewed Carel for the position of our first full-time youth pastor he indicated that a long- term goal was to study further if and when the opportunity opened up. Last year they decided to take a step in faith and to apply for an MA in Theology at Denver Theological Seminary in the U.S.A.  

They were not expecting that the process would move quite as rapidly.  Carel has been accepted into the programme with the result they may well be on their way in August of this year (rather than August 2012 as they were anticipating).   Of course there is the matter of meeting the visa regulations, finding suitable accommodation and work on campus to meet their expenses and  locating a  Bible-believing and Christ-exalting church where they can be built up and serve.

We congratulate them on this exciting development in their lives. Please join us in praying for God’s will to be done – not only in their lives as a family, but also here at GBC as we would seek God’s wisdom for someone to continue building on the current ministries of children and youth. Last week we were reminded in 1 Samuel 10 to look beyond the surface matters. As we do we find God working quietly, even secretly, behind the scenes to accomplish His purposes to bring about His kingdom.  That is what counts. Of course we will be sad to see them go or rather released for the next chapter, but if it is for kingdom purposes, then we shall surely rejoice in such opportunity as we trust God for the future.

May the Lord continue to give us a spirit of unity, love and a heart for His church and kingdom as we have the privilege of serving Him together at GBC

Yours in His grace

Roland 

On behalf of the Elders
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