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1 December 2010 

Dear GBC family member 

 We trust you are well and rejoicing in grace.

If you were not at our QGM on 28 Nov you were missed.  Thanks to all who sent their apologies. This letter serves to keep you abreast of important matters:

·  Proposal from elders : Winton Gibbs
 We informed the meeting that Colin Tomlinson has stepped down from the eldership now that he is engaged in ministry in the Eastern Cape. The elders have proposed that Winton Gibbs be added to the eldership. We have noted that he both displays the biblical qualifications and along with Barbara is actively serving in the life of the church. The elders have interviewed him (we are happy to send you a copy of questions we asked pertaining to his theological positions on key issues) and are satisfied.  Since we want you to be involved in this process as you pray, we have attached a 'check-list' that you can use (if you were not present at the meeting).  You are also welcome to approach Winton directly should you wish to, or any of the elders if you would like some further clarity on Winton's suitability.  DV we will give notice of a special meeting toward the end of January where the church family will vote on this.  

· Sunday mornings 2011
 For a while now we have been praying and thinking about how best we can minister to all ages in the life of the church. On the one hand we are concerned about the gaps - especially teenagers - in the life of the church. On the other, arising out of engagement with parents who have done our Shepherding A Child's Heart course, there is a desire from a number of parents to train their children to listen in services, encouraging an inter-generational approach. In fact integration rather than segregation of ages is clearly the biblical emphasis. We cannot implement all changes immediately. So we envisage a change in two phases:

 1)  Family service (from 6 February)

 Times will remain the same and COOL club will carry on as usual. We envisage each child getting a Pastor's Pals Pack. This will have the child's name on it with pencils, crayons (for those still wanting to keep their children in the service). Every pack will have a catechistic question and answer which will be discussed at the next week's Sunday Tot's Theology. During the service children will be encouraged to come to the front. From here a little lesson (max 5 min) will take place explaining that particular point. We hope to use power point by the time the second phase begins:
2)  Family Bible School (from second quarter: 17 April)

  In April we will move to a change of times. Family Bible School will meet at 09h00. There will be classes for Grades 1 to 7. There will also be electives for parents and indeed for all of us in the life of the church. (This is not an early service).For example Shepherding A Child's Heart or How to deal with your finances from the Bible's perspective etc. could be offered, as well as other issues pertaining to the family. We hope as well to have a class on Christian life issues and doctrine- so there will be something for everyone. The family service will then commence at 10h00 and conclude at 11h30 maximum. There will be child-care for the very little ones where moms share the responsibility in taking care of the little children.

You may be asking: "Is this change worth it?"   Here are some of the benefits:

· Allow our children to develop within the larger congregation and empowering parents in their parental responsibility.

· Keep our current children within the church, but also reaching non-Christian children and their parents through Sunday School.

· Help the church to develop an inter-generational character, considering the next generation as well as the former, not veering to specialize on one particular age group. 
· Aid parents in their responsibility to their children as well as train the church as a whole to be parents with the parents. Enforcing community over isolated nucleus families.
· Allow Sunday School teachers to attend morning worship, which might give an increase in participation from others
 You will understand that this will involve setting aside our own particular preferences (and what we have been used to) for the good of the church in her present make-up.

 Needless to say, to make this function effectively, we do need help. Do you have skills in helping at Sunday School?  Can you assist in the Pastor's Pals team and creche?  Please let us know soon!  We do realise that unless the Lord builds the house (Ps.127:1), we labour in vain. So please pray with us that these changes will glorify Christ and extend His kingdom.

Yours in grace

Roland

(on behalf of the elders, GBC)

Elders:  Roland Eskinazi ▪ Curly Cuthbert ▪ Colin Tomlinson ▪ John Whaits


